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Objectives	

•  To	understand	some	of	Conti’s	main	ideas,	
thoughts	and	processes		

•  To	understand	the	term	and	apply	“chunking”	
to	language	teaching	

•  To	understand	what	routines	are	and	how	they	
can	be	applied	to	the	language	classroom	

•  To	become	familiar	with	some	engaging	
language	learning	activities	and	consider	how	

to	apply	them	to	your	own	classroom	



Moving	
towards	oral	
fluency:	Conti’s	
main	ideas	

•  Drilling	grammar	will	not	necessarily	lead	to	its	correct	use	in	
conversation	

	

•  Single	word	teaching	and	learning	slows	down	fluency	
	

•  “Chunking”	small	units	rather	than	individual	words	increases	fluency	

•  Using	formulaic	expressions	(and	making	substitutions	within	them)	
is	more	effective	than	learning	to	assemble	phrases/sentences	from	

scratch.	

•  Increase	the	amount	of	listening	and	speaking	time	in	class	(time	
spent	communicating)	



Aim:		
Oral	fluency	

�  Is	effective	in	communicating	the	intended	message	

�  Is	fast	and	effortless	

�  Provides	and	adequate	and	spontaneous	response	

Oral	fluency	is	oral	production	which:	



Benefits	of	
reading	aloud	

�  raises	students’	awareness	of	rhythm,	stress	and	intonation	
(Gibson,	2008)	

�  helps	promote	oral	fluency	(Seo,	2014)	

�  	can	boost	motivation	to	talk	(Shinozuka	et	al,	2017)	

�  	provides	less	threatening	opportunities	to	talk.		

�  enhances	retention	of	vocabulary	when	we	read	to	others	
(Boucher	et	al,	2015)	

Besides	promoting	reading	fluency	and	pronunciation,	
reading	aloud	
	



Getting	the	
most	out	of	
Conti’s	
activities	

�  Recycle	content	

	

	

	

	

	

�  Spaced	learning	

Revisit	linguistic	content	and	“chunks”	in	different	
contexts	and	activities		

Revisiting	linguistic	content	over	time	increases	
retention	





What	is	
“chunking”?	

�  Collocation	-	two	or	more	words	that	are	commonly	used	together	
(eg	pay	attention,	make	an	effort)	

�  Text	frames	–	eg	firstly,	secondly	

�  Sentence	starters	–	eg	What	I	like	is,	in	my	opinion	

�  Sentence	frames	–	eg	X	is	more	interesting	than	Y,	I	like	X	because	

As	well	as	nouns,	adverbs,	verb	tenses	etc…	

	

“Chunks”	include:	

Chunking	is	the	process	of	breaking	sentences	down	into	units	of	
meaning	rather	than	discrete	vocabulary	and	grammar.	

Eg	Talking	about	an	event	in	the	past	could	be:	
	

Time	marker	+	Pronoun	/	Noun	+	perfect+	place	
	

After	+	past	infinitive	+	Pronoun/Noun	+	perfect	tense	
	

I	went	there	by	+	noun+	at	+	time	+	with+	noun	



Mini	
whiteboards	

Before	you	begin…	



Routines	

�  Use	formulaic	expressions	and	“chunking”	to	encourage	and	
increase	fluency	

�  Increase	the	amount	of	oral	and	aural	communication	time	in	the	
classroom	

�  Provide	scaffolding	for	students	

�  Provide	a	structure	for	substitution	to	create	new	utterances	

�  Provide	the	opportunity	to	recycle	and	space	learning	









Using	routines	

�  Teacher	led	listening	comprehension/dictation	

�  Peer	led	listening	comprehension/dictation	

�  Pronunciation	practice	

�  Entry/exit	routines	and	roll	calling	responses	

�  Conversations	

� Mosaic	writing	(“pick	and	mix”	sentence	construction)	

�  Guidance	towards	grammar	points	(discovery	learning)	

�  As	a	foundation	for	activities	eg	sentence	stealer,	find	someone	
who	and	no	snakes,	no	ladders		

	



Example	activities	

	Ghost	reading	

	Spot	the	intruder	

No	snakes	no	ladders	

Find	someone	who	

Sentence	stealer	



Ghost	reading	
	
Spot	the	intruder	

�  One	text,	two	ways	of	reading	

�  Ghost	reading:	

Encourages	speaking	

Students	take	turns	to	read/read	as	a	group	as	“ghosts”	or	other	fun	
choices.	

�  Spot	the	intruder:	

Encourages	listening	for	detail	

Text	is	displayed.	Teacher	reads	the	text,	changing	some	of	the	
words	as	they	are	read.	Students	indicate	when	they	hear	a	change.	

Courtesy	of	Gianfranco	Conti	

	



Sentence	
stealer	

Based	on	routines:	



Let’s	play	
Sentence	
Stealer!	

Similar	idea	to	“Go	fish”	or	“Happy	families”	
•  3	post	it	notes	

•  Choose	3	sentences	from	below	and	write	1	per	post	it	note	

•  Set	a	time	limit	to	go	around	the	room	trying	to	steal	as	many	post	

it	notes	as	possible	from	other	people	by	saying	the	sentences	

•  You	lose	your	post	it	note	to	someone	if	they	say	your	sentence	
	

I	like	to	go	shopping	every	Friday.	

He	likes	to	go	to	the	beach	on	the	weekend.	

We	like	to	go	to	the	cinema	in	the	evening.	

She	likes	to	ride	a	bike	in	the	afternoon.	

They	like	to	go	to	the	cinema	every	Saturday.	

You	like	to	play	chess	at	lunchtime.	

I	like	to	walk	the	dog	on	the	weekend.	

We	like	to	cook	every	Friday.	

You	like	to	go	to	school	every	day.	

She	likes	to	eat	chocolate	in	the	evening.	
	



Find	someone	
who…	



No	snakes	no	
ladders	

•  Groups	of	3	–	two	player	and	one	referee	
•  Referee	has	the	answer	key	to	each	numbered	translation	square	



Workshop	

�  Find	a	partner	or	make	a	small	group	of	colleagues	who:	

a)  Teach	the	same/similar	language		

and/or	

a)  Teach	the	same/similar	year	levels	

	

�  Develop	your	own	routine	sheets	and/or	activities	to	use	in	your	
classrooms.	



Share	
	
Q	&	A	



Want	to	know	
more?	

https://gianfrancoconti.com/	

Many	thanks	to	Gianfranco	for	sharing	his	knowledge	with	us!	


